
 

International Scouting 
in Sam Houston Area Council 

 

 
Did you know:  

 there are 35+ million Scouts in the world, in 161 countries? And that only 6 countries in the world 
do not have Scouting because their government does not allow it? 

 the number of Scouts registered in Boy Scouts of America in 2010 only account for roughly 7.7% 
of the number of Scouts around the globe? You read correctly. With 2.7 million registered Scouts 
in the BSA, there are about 32.3 million more Scouts elsewhere.   

 the Sam Houston Area Council has an International Committee with 22 regular members and a 
whole lot of “Friends of International Scouting”, who administer various programs, help with 
displays and presentations, host foreign Scouts and lend their expertise where it is needed?  
 

Here are all our online communication methods: 

1. Facebook Group: SHAC International Scouting or 
www.facebook.com/groups/SHACInternationalScouting 

 

2. Yahoo Group:  
Subscribe, send plain email to SHACInternationalGroup-subscribe@yahoogroups.com; 
Unsubscribe, send email to SHACInternationalGroup-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com;  
Post a message after subscribing, send an email to  
SHACInternationalGroup-owner@yahoogroups.com; 
Email the administrator only, send email to SHACInternationalGroup@yahoo.com  
 

3. Website: www.shac.org/international-scouting  
 

4. To learn more about the World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM), please visit their 
website at http://Scout.org.  

 

One of the goals of the SHAC International Committee is to raise awareness that “we are not alone.” In 
fact, Scouts from around the world are working together to make a positive impact in their local 
communities, in their nations, and in our world. Find out more about opportunities to participate in 
Scout program in another country here: 
www.Scouting.org/Scoutsource/International/ProgramEnrichment.aspx. 
 
The SHAC International Committee: 
Chair:     Bari Saunders   bari.saunders@att.net 
V-C:     Brigitte Therivel therivel@earthlink.net 
International Representative:  Dave Shelburne dvshel@sbcglobal.net 
Staff Advisor:    Brett Lee  brett.lee@shac.org 
Website:     www.shac.org/international-scouting 
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The Focus of the committee is to raise awareness for the worldwide brotherhood of Scouting through: 
 

 Unit activities 

 Presentations and displays at council and district events 

 Facilitating contacts with foreign Scouts and Scouters 

 Broadcasting information on international Scouting happenings 

 Offering support and resources for SHAC Scouts and Scouters who are interested in 

participating in International Scouting. 

 

Activities planned for 2014 and 2015 

 

1. Kandersteg Gruppen has organized trips to the 

Kandersteg International Scout Centre in the Swiss 

Alps.  In June 2013 Don Cullum was the contingent 

leader for 20 Scouts and Scouters from Houston, 

Illinois and California. They spent time with Scouts 

from around the world, do some mountaineering and hiking and sightseeing.   In 2015 Ron Thomas 

will be leading a group of Scouts and Scouters on another adventure to the Swiss Alps. 

 

Look for “Kandersteg Gruppen” on facebook – great pictures, and check out the website for 

Kandersteg International Scout Centre www.kisc.ch.   For additional information contact: Ron 

Thomas, txsuperScout@sbcglobal.net. 

 

2. Summer Camp 2014 at el Rancho Cima will again have 

two foreign camp staffers. Kate Guerin is from Paraguay 

and Andres Chaves Bustos hails from Colombia.  After 

their summer camp experience Kate and Andres will be 

taking Wood Badge!  They are looking forward to an 

exciting and educational summer. They are anxious to 

meet American families, see how we live in Houston, and 

do some fun things on their Saturdays off from camp. 

They are also looking forward to reconnecting with the 

friends from Houston that they made when they both 

attended the inaugural Interamerican Leadership Training 

(ILT), which was held at Camp Strake this past December.  

Representatives from every country in the Interamerican 

Region (IAR) of the World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM) attended this pilot course.  

Several Scouts and Scouters from the Sam Houston Area Council helped organize and deliver this 

http://www.kisc.ch/
mailto:txsuperscout@sbcglobal.net.


great training to young adult Scout leaders from the IAR.  Anybody interested in helping to make our 

foreign Scout guests welcome – home hosting, a Saturday away from camp, taking to or from camp, 

Houston sightseeing – please, contact Brigitte Therivel therivel@earthlink.net 

 

3.  A group of Scouts from Chiba, Japan plan to visit Houston Dec. 26-31, 2014 and spend 

some days in Winter Camp. This is part of an ongoing exchange program with our sister 

city in Japan. There are opportunities for home hospitality and transportation 

volunteers. Pauline Curnutt and John Brogan have a very enthusiastic group organizing 

this and would love to hear from individuals or – preferably – Scout troops who would like to be in n 

the fun: pcurnutt@comcast.net; jtbrogan001@gmail.com. 

 

4. Upcoming Events: 

The BSA International Department receives invitations from around the world to send contingents to 

National or Regional Jamborees or events. There will be several official BSA contingents being put 

together this year including a Southern Region contingent to attend the World Jamboree in Kirara-

hama, Japan, July 28 through August 8, 2015.  Registration will be opening soon! 

 

All these events are fabulous, but you cannot just sign up. If you are interest, please, contact SHAC’s 

International Representative, Dave Shelburne, dvshel@sbcglobal.net. He needs to nominate you. 

 

5.  JOTA or JOTI anybody? The Jamboree on the air and Jamboree on the internet 
happens each year on the third weekend in October, when Scouts can talk or 
email with Scouts all over the world. It’s a lot of fun, and participation is one of 
the requirements to earn the new “International Spirit Award”. SHAC plans to 
organize a big JOTA/JOTI party. Imagine emailing to a Scout in Australia, or 
saying Hola! to a Cub Scout in Spain! 
If you want to learn more about JOTA/JOTI go to 
www.Scouting.org/Scoutsource/International and for the SHAC JOTI party check the SHAC 
International website closer to October. 

 
6.  The “International Spirit Award” seeks to broaden knowledge of international Scouting 

and increase appreciation and awareness of different cultures and countries. It can be 
earned by Scouts and Scouters who have completed the necessary requirements. This 
award replaces the International Activity Award. Requirements can be found at 
www.Scouting.org/filestore/international/pdf/130-044_WB.pdf 

 
 

7.  The International Scouter Award is earned by adult Scouters. The requirements are listed on 

www.Scouting.org/Scoutsource/International/recognitions.aspx 
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8. Messengers of Peace (MOP) Initiative - MOP was created in 2011 by the World 
Scout Foundation. Find out more about the initiative at http://scoutmessengers.com/. 
The BSA is integrating the MOP initiative into its Boy Scout program.  
 
One of the Messengers of Peace projects that originated during the above mentioned 
Interamerican Leadership Training is the Trees for the World project.  Trees for the 
World is an international Messengers of Peace project for any Scout around the world, in which each 
Scout can plant a tree on the Saturday after Earth Day.  Currently there have been commitments from 
Scouts all over the world.  This year the planting days are scheduled for April 26th, for those in the 
Northern Hemisphere, and September 27th, for those in the Southern Hemisphere.  For additional 
information you can go to: www.facebook.com/TreesForTheWorld 
 
 
 

www.shac.org/international-scouting 
 
 
 

 

 

 

SHAC website: www.samhoustonbsa.org 
SHAC Facebook: www.facebook.com/shac.bsa 
SHAC Newsletter: www.shac.org/eScouter 
SHAC Phone: 713-659-8111 
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International Scouting:  Some Practical Ideas 
Here is a list of activities that packs or troops can do to become more aware of International Scouting: 

 

HOW CAN I PROMOTE INTERNATIONAL SCOUTING IN MY UNIT? 

Did you know that there are more than 36 million Scouts in the world in more than 161 countries, and 

that only 6 countries have no Scouting because it is forbidden? 

1. Make sure all Scouts and Scouters of my unit wear the World Crest in the right position on their 
uniform to show their membership in the world Scouting family. 

2. Encourage my Scouts and Scouters to participate in the International Jamboree on the Internet 
during the third weekend of October each year. 

3. Find out about Messengers of Peace and initiate a project with my unit or my district. 
4. Earn the World Conservation Award and encourage others in my unit to do the same. Find out 

about a conservation project in another country and help the Scouts of that country. (remember 
the turtle project?) 

5. Hold an international night in my unit and learn about Scouting in another country maybe 
parents in my unit came from another country and can help. 

6. Learn about Baden Powell and the history of Scouting.  
7. Find out if there is an exchange student at the local High School who has been a Scout in his or 

her country. Ask him or her to share some Scouting experiences with my unit. Check with your 
local ROTARY club. 

8. Establish a Scout pen-pal relationship with Scouts in a different country. 
9. Sign up and get one or two other Scouts from my troop or crew to sign up for the World Scout 

Jamboree. 
10. Take up a unit collection for the “World Friendship Fund of the BSA”. Use the official brochure. 
11. Participate in the Sakai Scout Exchange with Japan (done every two years). 
12. Get a patrol from my unit to participate in one of the Pan American or Central American 

Jamborees. 
13. Host one or more visiting International Scouts 
14. Every year there are many International encampments in Europe, Asia, Australia, and 

Central/South America – plan to go to one. 
15. Earn the International Spirit Award with my unit. 
16. Please, share your own ideas with the SHAC International Committee – email Bari Saunders 

bari.saunders@att.net. We will post your activity (and pictures) to the International committee 
site on the SHAC web site. 

 

Brigitte Therivel 
4/14/2014 
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